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du Maurier, Daphne Doubleday 
MY COUSIN RACHEL $3.50 


*This comes closer to Rebecca than anything Miss du Maurier has done and is, 
I think, one of her best novels, ingeniously contrived as to plot, successfully real- 
ized as to characters. The ending has "the lady or the tiger" flavor, and the reader 
turns again to the introductory chapter, seeking an answer which again evades one. 
Where Rebecca depends almost unbearably on creation of mood and atmosphere, this hinges 
on character, a character as contradictory, as baffling as any in fiction. The story 
is unfolded by ‘young Philip, cousin and sole heir of his cousin Ambrose Ashley, well- 
to-do county squire, bachelor and sportsman, in somewhat precarious health. Wintering 
in Florence, Ambrose falls under the spell of a widowed and distant cousin, Rachel, and 
marries her. Philip, shocked at the news, finds himself left in sole charge in Corn- 
wall, and out of touch with Ambrose until he gets a frantic scrap of a message which 
sends him postehaste (in those days a matter of weeks) to Italy, only to arrive too 
late, his cousin mysteriously dead, and Cousin Rachel gone... And then she turns up 
in England, and Philip, too, finds her insidiously charming, baffling, disarming. His 
jealousy, his suspicion lulled, he plans for her welfare, and - when he comes of age- 
makes over the estate to her, only to find himself shut out, spurned, her goal once 
achieved. How he meets this new challenge - how he brings the whole unhappy experience 
to an end provides a puzzle which each reader will have to solve for himself. I found 
the experience an absorbing one. A gifted craftsman and spinner of yarns, Daphne du 


Maurier excells herself. Geil Dus Rom 
Forester, C.S. 227 - Little, Brown 
LIEUTENANT HORNBLOWER ~~ $3.50 


* The Hornblower saga will probably come to an end with this volume, which 
brings our young and stumbling Midshipman through a Lieutenantcy that sees his poten- 
tial abilities come to fruition and wins him his Commander rating, his wife Maria, and 
his devoted friend Bush before its close. It is a first rate yarn, which might well 
be defined as The Caine Mutiny of 150 years ago. Turn back the leaves- and you find a 
mad, sadistic captain, an "accident" which makes possible the taking over of command by 
the first lieutenant (while a very junior fifth lieutenant provides the brains and the 
imagination). It is not hard to guess that this youngster is our friend Horatio Horn- 
blower, and the new set up provides the action he craves. Sealed orders are opened; 
the ship, hunting the enemy in the Caribbean, turns back to Haiti, comes to ignominious 
defeat at the hands of an ebbing tide, a mud bank- and the Spanish fort, and- at the 
urging of young Hornblower- turns defeat into victory by a sudden and unexpected as- 
sault at the rear. Subsequently, another reversal in which the prisoners come close 
to success in taking over the ship, is again halted by Hornblower- and his future seems 
assured. But peace intervenes, and both he and Bush have thin pickings on shore until 
another threat from Napoleon gives them another chance. The slender thread of budding 
romance seems a bit of an afterthought, but at least provides for Maria's existence as 
background in subsequent books. But the young Hornblower is all one can wish of a 
naval hero at the start of his meteoric career. From Beat to Quarters to this the 
seventh of the Hornblower stories, Forester has given us stirring novels of naval ad- 
venture in a sound tradition. 


-707- 








-708 - 


Fiction 


lp 
February 21 7/!1 
Turnbull, Agnes Sligh 
THE GOWN OF GLORY 


. small town Presbyterian minister and his family. 


same sort of staunch family loyalty. 


roven into the warp and woof of the town's life. 


minary schooling- to give Faith some musical training. 


) life in these pages. 
mewhat less so. But the story somehow makes its way into your heart - 
ne sordid, depressing atmosphere of too many modern tales. 


And These For Special Commendation 


rate adventure yarn, Hammond Innes’ AIR BRIDGE (Knopf): for 
iat should extend its market beyond the mystery addicts, Mary Roberts 
WIMMING POOL. Reports in section following 





PROBLEMATICAL FICTION 


February 7 
Willson, Meredith 
WHO DID WHAT TO FEDALIA? 


bang - she headed for home and her old beau. 


han frivol here. 


December 15, 1951 


Houghton, Mifflin 


$3.50. 
3 


They had a son and two daughters and 
urefully hoarded the miniscule savings they could make to give Jerome a college and 


a relief after 


a mystery novel 


Vi vehart’s THE 


Not another Bishop's Mantle 
1t a book that should find as wide - though perhaps a less critical- market. 


* A host of readers are demanding just such a heart warming story as this one of 
Nostalgic, pleasantly romantic, with- 

nd please take this as a compliment - a faint aura of an adult Little Women. There's the 
There's the same sort of gallant acceptance of po- 

yerty, with only occasional rebellions. David and Mary Lyall, when they came to this 
ittle Pennsylvania village after their marriage, were sure it was a step on the ladder. 


wenty five years later they were still in Ladykirk (not far from Pittsburgh). They were 


Lucy, the youngest, seemed still 
schoolgirl, but it was on Lucy that the eyes of Ninian Ross, playboy son of a Pittsburgh 
ron magnate, fell. 


The Lyalls, with their ingrained culture, their joyous appreciation 
small delights, the philosophical resignation to the inevitable fate of hard-won sav- 


is when a missionary - or even a book salesman- came along, proved a complete rebirth 

xr Ninian. He won the right to Lucy - and she, in turn, broke down his father's antagon- 
sm to his “marrying outside his class". The village, with its age-long problems, comes 
Mary Lyall, wife and mother, is a fully realized person, David 


Doubleday 


$2 
So 
A frantic antic through advertising and radio worlds takes Fedalia Parker from 
rt Madison to New York City to prove her father's belief in her singing genius. The 
park was the chance purchase of an autoharp; Red Parker's conviction that his daughter 
was destined for fame and glory spurred him unceasingly; and Fedalia's departure became 
reality. A visit to a psychopathic uncle, the evasion of carnal agents, and a turn- 
own at her first audition led to her meeting with Spart, the writer who jeered at his 
wn profession. 


Before her next chance, Fedalia had learned a few of the ins and outs 
show business, and the sickness therein, and when her second turn-down woke her with 


Dead pan honesty putting the smart-patter 
ys in their place has had brighter and funnier interpretations than this. 


Wilson, Damsey 


THE DARK MARE 


More drivel 


Doubleday 
$3.50 


The twenty four hours preceding final election returns frame the story of Miriam 


ll Bradley, the first woman presidential candidate. 


Each incident of the day is the 


park for recall - her intelligence and brightness at school, her socially antagonistic 
eeting with Brad, who was going to marry Louise, and their growing dependence on their 


ever-ending conflicts that resulted, with Miriam's pregnancy, in marriage. 


The depression 





those who share my predilection for Maurice Walsh, his new SON OF A TINKER (Lippincott); 
r@a@ayerst 
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that scuttled Brad's pandering magazines, the return to their home and the purchase 
of the newspaper and Brad's growing success; his service overseas which made Miriam 
responsible for the paper - and its rapid rise; his physical and mental sickness 
which made his return unhappy and Miriam's development into a national figure through 
her writing, and later through her independent political thinking; - all of which 
resulted in an election day that proves to be a test of all their years together, 

and which ends with the town bells tolling the returns. A decisive sketching of the 
male and female battlefields, of family versus career, of ties so strong no break 

is possible, - this should be more than adequate feminine reading. 


February 7 


Phillips, Thomas Hal Rinehart 
SEARCH FOR A HERO $3.00 


Last year's The Bitterweed Path, despite its prickly subject, marked Phill- 
ips as a writer to watch. Seurch For A Hero does not substantiate that claim. It 
is a tenuous, rather cynical self-portrait of a youth who is fifth wheel to the family 
cart. His twin brothers, football stars, have prior claim to an education, despite 
the younger brother's evident superiority of brains. The father, caught by his 
younger son in questionable practices, has a self-conscious attitude of semi-avoid- 
ance. The mother is throughout a shadowy figure. And the youth himself, finding 
in his brothers' dependence on him, scholastically at any rate, his sole claim on 
them, promises to take an examination for one of the twins - and then, hating him- 
self for it, goes back on his promise. As the one "out", he enlists in the Navy, 
tricks his father into signing the permission, and leaves home. The period of train- 
ing, the false front he builds, almost unwittingly, for himself, the accident of 
the notice of his death and the reversal, all add up to nothing in his inner growth 
or outer place in the world. Dullish. — 


- 


February 19 


Hale, Garth Dutton 
LEGACY FOR OUR SONS $3 06 ..o- 


From the problem novel, to the novelized polemic, as the life story of 
Harrison Day provides a register of middle-class ambitions and reactions, and pro-~ 
vokes a springboard for some rather nettled criticisms of current political prac- 
tices and legislation. This follows Harrison's rise- as a railroader- with Median 
and Southern; his marriage to Helen Brice and attainment of the "good life" as they 
move into a more substantial home and sphere, anticipate college for their children- 
Barny and June. Controls hamper and harm them in their rental of a small cottage 
on their property; inflation devaluates the war bonds they have bought; the sale he 
makes of a small patent is taxed away to nothing; and Barny, his son, reflects the 
new attitudes of labor (even to the point of Commnist influence and infiltration) 
and is involved in an act of sabotage against the railroad while Harrison, speaking 
his mind, loses his job as the government moves to take over the road... The not so 
still, small voice of reaction, and the medium here lends no particular conviction 


to the protest. 
February 20 3/5 


Sager, Gordon Lippincott 
THE FORMULA $3.00 


A mild chase and secret-agent mystery-adventure which is seriously crippled 
by a conspicuous lack of suspense and forthright mystery development. Set in Venice, 
the doings concern the attempts of various natives and foreigners to locate the secret 
papers of a German biochemist who had invented a powerful war weapon before being dis- 
patched by the Nazis. The chemist's wife, an elderly Florentine of British extraction; 
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pan elegant art restorer, friend of the inventor; and an American naval lieutenant are on 
he side of the angels, while a police officer, an evil baron, and assorted spies and ; | 
-hugs confuse the scent and precipitate the chase which involves some valuable paintings, » | 
flights in gondolas, and cafe conferences. The lieutenant finally succeeds in securing Tg 4 

the formula for the United States... Slight. 


February 20 


nafs = 
Re oe ae 


Walsh, Maurice : Lippincott 
SON OF A TINKER $3.00 


* Short stories and some top grade ones in Walsh's best tradition, which is high 
praise for he is a master hand in this field. Variety, too, with four that offer fare 
iffor the most demanding. There's the title story, with a stock plot told in an engagingly 
1ew way. A tinker pulls himself up by his own bootstraps, goes into business on his own 

erms with his competitor, a traveling shop through the Irish countryside, wins himself 
. partnership and the boss' daughter as wife... There's an absorbing ghost story, My Fey 
Lady with romance and a happy ending - and eerie atmosphere to your taste... The Bone- 
setter gives you the days when matters of honor were settled with swords in a story 
rhere two Irishmen fight for a fair lady. And there are a generous number of slighter 
‘ales and one with Walsh's beloved "small dark man" as a factor - a goodly array. I'm 

>» lover of the short story genre, nor yet of dialect tales, but I'll take Maurice Walsh 
ny time. And this is good Maurice Walsh. 


February 21 
Dowdey, Clifford Double 
JASMINE STREET $3. Re 


Pe 
"They had all come a long way from Jasmine Street"...This is the closing » 
entence. Life was more complicated in 1951 than when Paul Carrick was born in a mean 
couse in a Southern city, some fifty and more years ago. The dominant force in Paul's 
Jife was his mother, Emily, ambitious for her son, controlled to the point of hardness, 
he had learned to plan for a future which meant a home of their own first on Jasmine 
treet, then the Square. She had learned to cope with Monte's violent passions. She 
1ad learned the art of seeming to accept, and going her own way. And it was this trait, 
painfully acquired by Paul, that his wife Dorothy found so hard to cope with. There is 
Jittle of plot in this sprawling story of a family of plain antecedents and undramatic 
evelopment, of their friends and acquaintances, of the pattern of the times. There is 
remembered youth quality that will make for recognition on the part of readers. The 
anorama of history in the making is here, the minor accents of social changes, the moods 
nd psychology of the times (the hysteria of the twenties, the depression, the rising 
uoyancy of the New Deal, the cynicism of disillusionment, the World War II boom and 
ubsequent doubts). A long book, which often palls, which for many will be a recapturing 
f times not long past. 


| ‘ 


Tickell, Jerrard F Doubleday 


APPOINTMENT WITH venus ft ‘%°*¢ $3.00 


An entertainment which indulges chivalry and sentiment, danger and a lively 
improbability, in the story of Armorel- one of the Channel Islands- where the tranquil, 
traditional life of some three hundred farmers and fishermen is broken by the German oc- 
supation, and the martial regime of Captain Hans Weiss is countered by a courteous re- 
sistance. It is, however, the approaching confinement of Venus de L'Abbaye, a cow of 
-reat prize and pedigree, which becomes the focus of concern as Captain Weiss decides & 
‘Oo ship her to Germany, while in London the War Office launches an Operation Venus to 
salwage her. The clandestine arrival on the island of Valentine Morland and Nicola, 
sister of the Suzerain; Nicola's love for Lionel, her cousin, an artist and a pacifist; 
‘he failure of the attempt to deceive Weiss; but the last minute getaway with Venus 
Leaves Lionel behind- to pay the price of death... Exciting, and engaging with its gentle 
nir of romance, this should prove pleasantly rentable. 
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Fiction 


February 21 









Booth, Fred W. Rinehart 


| a) VICTORY ALSO ENDS $2.75 SE. 


A war story in which, although the many details of infantry fighting and the 
pattern of ground combat and the relationships of men and officers have their important 
part, one man is center-spotted. Mike Andrews, depression twisted and unable to take 
the responsibility of a wife and sick baby, finds himself a right man in the Army, and 
in the fall and winter of '44, in Italy, gives and lives the gospel "according to Mike 
Andrews" as Company L's commanding officer. At a time when "anything can happen to 
you - and it just did", Mike's courage, belief, and handling of his men lead them 
through unceasing German resistance, makes them willing to fight on to the Po. It is 
Smoky Pete's one deed of bravery that influences Mike to put in for Smoky's advance- 
ment, then it is Smoky's connections, which mean a job for Mike and a chance to be 
with his wife and son after the war, which keep Mike rooting for the man he knows to 
be an arrant coward. It is the constant battle with rear echelon directions, the 
snatching of small victories from large defeats, a sour leave in Florence, and the 
death of one of his men through Smoky's fear. And then, with the one last mountain 
to take, it is curtains for Mike. A non-stop recapitulation which is strong on real- 
ism and reporting, which has its grim, macabre humor and wry bitterness and which, in 
posing a flawed character against the war, does offer a different sort of combat story. 







































Men only. 
February 25 “ 
Vidal, Gore Dutton 
THE JUDGMENT OF PARIS $3.50_- 
» The analogy between the several charms of the Mount Ida beauty contestants 
and the three women encountered by a modern hero provide a novel which, for all its un- 


doubted deep roots, can best be enjoyed on the superficial level of entertainment where 
it is.most successful. Paris, in the person of Philip Warren, a Harvard Law School 
graduate, goes to Rome, Egypt and Paris in turn, to search for the big experience which 
is to burst the prison bars of an insular personality. In Rome, there is Regina, wife 
of a home state Congressman, who offers him political power; in Egypt, the cool,clear 
intellect of Sophia presents him with an ideal withdrawal from life; and at last in 
Paris there is warm, lovely Anna, who promises- only promises- but in whose arms he 
learns the difference between night and day. And on this voyage Philip is surrounded 
by a diverting group of outrageous people;-two serene homosexuals; a predatory inter- 
national hostess; a sad, obese man; a humorless woman writer; and of course the tour- 
ists and those who cope with them... Lots of willowy chatter, ingenious buffoonery, 
and scholarly asides for an amusing few hours. (Public Libraries may want to bypass 
this.) 

Morris, Wright ) Knopf 

THE WORKS OF LOVE 2/ 7 $3.00 


This particular fable of the relationships between human beings is more 
opaque and somber in tone than last year's enchanting Man and Boy. The inability of 
men to communicate, to ameliorate their certain loneliness, is a central theme, and 
Mr. Morris has built his lonely ones with such an air of timid decency, of minute 
meekness, that their isolation is ironically amusing and sadly human. Will Brady, 
the protagonist, is a wistful fledgling under glass. Twice married, foster father 
of a son he did not sire, prosperous owner of a chicken business, builder of a home, 
he yet seemed unsurprised when everything vanished in dream-like sequence. Only in 

2 the unreal world of moonlight did there seem real relationships. He found his niche, 
his role at the close of life, as a department store Santa Claus, where he could be 
in the world and yet out of it, mortal and immortal at the same time. Haunting and 
wryly melancholic, but with that recognizable Wright Morris quality, this will appeal 
chiefly to his special audience, and find no market among those seeking entertainment. 
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February 25 ) 
Innes, Hammond Knopf | 
AIR BRIDGE $3.50 ee 


* All of the high wattage excitement of he Angry Mountain, Fire In the Snow, | 
etc. for a story of an attempt to get a plane on the Berlin airlift which reflects the : 
obsessive urgency of Saeton, whose enterprise it is, as well as a considerable technical 
fascination. For Saeton, who had stolen the plans for the plane he is building, is be- 
yond personal or legal scruple, and blackmails Fraser, a pilot, into joining with him 
and Tubby- his engineer. From the test flight and the crash of their plane, this follows 
Saeton's ingenious plan to secure another, as Fraser is forced to join the airlift, flies , 
a plane into the Russian zone where his crew- and Tubby- bail out, and as he takes the 
stolen plane back to England for the substitution of Saeton's engine. But with the suc- 
cess of the plan, at the expense of Tubby's life, it is Fraser who makes a desperate at- 
tempt to save his friend, is willing to destroy himself in order to make amends.... A 
drama of a fanatic's tour de force which transmits all the driven determination and 
fevered intensity which leads to its mechanical fulfillment and moral fiasco, this again 


sets a standard for the action-adventure field. 


Partridge, Basil Westminster Press 
THE PENNINGTONS $3.00 


The very domestic doings of a Canadian family in 1905 have a pleasant, soap- 
clean appeal. For Father is Dean of the Kingsford Cathedral, Mother is a variable rather 
than a constant, and Adrian, Margaret, Susan, Philip, Constance and Larry all have their 
personal problems. It is Philip whose frustrations are resolved when he discovers the 
joy of Montreal and the Tremblays, a French family, and freed by his father's death, 
marries their daughter, while his mother, Susan and Larry go to live with Adrian in 
Rochester, New York. There, in a new country and without the restrictions of a church- & 
ound life, Victoria rules her family less domineeringly, Adrian is hampered by his 
‘esponsibilities, Larry discovers American playmates and Susan does well as a secretary, 
after she lays down the law to her boss. But a visit to Margaret and a dutch-uncle talk 
by her fiance wake Susan to her intolerant priggishness and her return to Rochester is 
marked by her engagement to her boss, while Adrian is able to make peace with himself 
bout his girl's wealth. Loaded with household incident and personality sparks, this 
s comfortable contentment in the conservative field. 


2b 
February 27 


Blankfort, Michael Little, Brown 
THE JUGGLER $3.00 


A symbolic story of one man's discovery of himself and his new land, has for 
its central figure, Hans Muller, a world famous juggler whose spirit and sanity had suf- 
fered in Nazi concentratgon camps. He comes to Haifa in 1949 filled with a despairing 
bombast, the belief that though it may be a new land and a new life the people are the 
same, that everything is a prison and that home is a place you lose. Shunning the doc- 
tors, escaping Camp David the King, in utter terror he believes he has killed a police- 
man and escapes to a kibbutz with orphaned Yehoshua, whose life he saves in a mined 
field. The life of the kibbutz, the understanding and integrity of Ya‘el and the grim 
nonesty of the people exert their influence so that when the sympathetic detective 
‘atches up with him, Hans is able, after a bout of panic, to give himself up. The sub- 
ect as well as the object of violence, the victim as well as the victimizer makes for 





- US 


1 story of suspension and balance in keeping with its main character's profession, - a & 
story which has a warm approach to the making of a Jewish homeland. 
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January 17 


Parker, Maude Rinehart 
) THE INTRUDER $2.50 


Long Island, and a fairly sleek social aura surrounding the uncomfortable 
situation which exists between Alan Reilly, his wife, Ruth, and Anne, the actress whom 
he loved. The tension of this triangle is enhanced by the arrival- from Italy- of 
Felice, whose theatrical gifts threaten the success of Anne's play, while the ques- 
tion mark of her paternity- and maternity- ultimately ends in murder, requites past 
injuries and present infidelities.... A strictly feminine narrative, and the matte 
make-up does not conceal the flaws. (Daily News serialization. ) 


Rinehart, Mary Roberts Rinehart 
; THE SWIMMING POOL $3.00 


* That old black magic of elegance and entertainment for the past glories of 
the Maynard family which bring their violence today. Judith, wealthily and wisely, 
wed to Ridge Chandler, returns to The Birches after her divorce, becomes a recluse 
‘dominated by fear; her sister Lois and brother Phil take a dim view of her withdrawal 
and demands until an unknown woman is found dead in the swimming pool. Terrence 
O Brien, ex-homicide and the Maynards' tenant, works fast but keeps his mouth shut 
while Lois has her shuttlings between Judith's psychiatrist and O'Brien's clue-chasing 
to keep her in trouble. A complicated unknotting and unravelling provide a satisfac- 
tory Q.E.D. MRR and no age-withering or staling. 


January 21 


Raine, William MacLeod Houghton, Mifflin 
CHALLENGE TO DANGER $2.50 


Hugh Travis, come to Arizona to claim his share of his uncle's property, is 
forced to discard his peaceable intent and prove his fighting tallow when the ranchers’ 
feud with the Caldwells flames over murder, land and water stealing. Apache Basin soon 
finds out that he would rather hang his hide on a fence than stay in the corral as he 
gets desperadoes for breakfast and tames a gal to his taste. Agile and amiable. 


February 7 


Davis, Frederick C. 7 Doubleday 
TREAD LIGHTLY, ANGEL $2.50 


The Cole Detective Agency - Schuyler Cole and his alter-ego, Lucas Speare, 
in a cold hunt to discover the secret harassments of Ellice Kent who proves to be a 
very peripatetic girl until death stops her. Masks, blackmail, an uncooperative 
medico, a writer of children's book - all lead to another killing. gand Cole and Spear 
vying with the brain work. Crime Club - and craftwise. 


Heinlein, Robert A.- Ed. Doubleday 
TOMORROW, THE STARS $2.95 


This anthology, collected by a practitioner in the field o science-fiction, 
is marked by less hackneyed inclusions than some of the previous. There are stories 
of rainmakers, of child geniuses, of ghostly tourists who sightsee in a normal home, 
of a personal power being used to destroy world armament, of the many warnings of 
Martian invasion which are not heeded, of mass thinking disturbing time sequences. 
And there are stories of robots, astro-navigation, alien intelligences, matriarchy, 
BEMs, research, of think-machines and master-minding, and of some mystery angles, 
not to mention humor. With a minimum of the mumbo-jumbo which can be annoying - this 
supplies a brighter approach than heretofor. 
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past picture sales,add up to a triple play ending. Clarssy. 


forgery in the art world. 
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“_ Mysteries-Westerns-Science Fiction 
February 15 
Taylor, Sam S. Dutton 
NO HEAD FOR HER PILLOW $2.50 


Neal Cotten's Bureau of Investigation, signed up to reveal the connection be- 
tween crime syndicate and their slot machines and police collusion, gets the run around 
from the two daughters of the newspaper owner who has hired him. Everything correlates 
as he ties in a dead editor, the murder of one of the girls, a lynching and twenty year 


old scandals. Lots of coincidence clinching here in California. So-so. 


ym 


February 18 3 /3 
Random House 


Page, Marco 
RECLINING FIGURE | $2.50 


* Your year's supply of culture backgrounds a tricky jigsaw of murder, theft and 
Young dealer Blaise is called to California when eccentric 
Edgerton decides to sell some of his fabulous collection and with the killing of Edger- 
ton's son is up to his ears in paint, paper and canvas. Doings of other dealers, hot 


help from Edgerton's no-holds-barred niece and his efficient secretary, backtracks into 
(Publisher change.) 


February 19 
Strong, L.A.G. Macmillan 
WHICH I NEVER $2.50 
"A Police Diversion" engaged in by Ellis McKay of the Yard, Inspector Brad- & 


street, and the constabulary of a small villageas the leakage of secret information pro- 
rokes a probe of Nosworthy, a suspect publisher, Holland, an actor and ex-commando, and 
inch, a surly historian. Several missing maidens and the certain decease of one, docu- 
ents and codes and ominous missives provide a puzzle of divers proportions and solutions. 


iritish to the bone, and prevailingly good-humored as well. 


February 20 


Morrow _ 


Fair, A. A. 
TOP OF THE HEAP $2.50 


The private investigators, telligerent Bertha and trouble shooter Lam, in for 
a spot of murder cum blackmail, phony alibis, planted evidence, faked mining operations 
fronting for a gambling joint - the works in fact. Donald Lam is in and out of hot water 
ith the police, and his clients seem set for the electric chair, before he manages to 
come through with an ingenious story which explains the facts (and leaves the reader a 
it baffled as to the ethics of an odd profession). Slick. 


February 21 


Bagby, George Doubleday 
SCARED TO DEATH $2.50 


The joy ride of Hugh Damerel, and his ouster from a city cab at the feet (still 
tired) of Schmitty of New York's homicide, ties in with the murder of Robert Harvester 
ose wife and women take him through a maze of reticences, evasions and untruths. But * 
missing button, and its replacement, sews up the case which is tightly planned and ef- 


iciently exposed.... Safe, steady. 
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+ February 18 


Hall, James Norman Atlantic Monthly Press 
THE FORGOTTEN ONE Little, Brown 
And Other True Tales of the South Seas $3.50 _ 


Six stories,- anecdotal, autobiographical pieces, with some first rate story. 
telling in them- and some mediocrity. Two of the stories are exceptionally fine:- the 
title story and the first, a strange and moving portrait of a man who knew trom youth 
that he was an outcast- and chose to isolate himself from other men; the fourth story, 
Sing, A Song of Sixpence, @ refreshing bit of folk material in a true story of the 
succession of evidence of success that flowed from one heedless and kindly gift of 
a $l1-worth of American garden seeds to a Chinese who had a “green thumb". There is 
charm but not much substance in Rivnac, the story of a chance-found link between two 
unlike people, Hall and the Czech inn keeper, both of whom loved Dvorak's WVew World 
Symphony. Of the portrait of that mysterious beach comber, Robert Frisbie, with 
queer streaks of genius, it is difficult to separate a keen interest in exploring 
that mystery from the value of the fragments of his letters over the years, in which 
he poured forth his fantasy life. Captain Handy's Memoirs and 4 Happy Hedonist 
seemed to me of questionable value....The sustained interest in the South Seas and 
the magic still in Hall's name should take this farther than such a casual sort of 
collection of pieces might ordinarily attain. 


February 25 


Cronin, A.J. McGraw-Hill 
ADVENTURES IN TWO WORLDS $4.00 


* Doctors' stories are proverbially popular. Add to that the fact that the 
doctor in this case is the famous novelist, and you have a sure best seller. Dr. 
Cronin tells an extraordinary success story, from his poverty stricken student days, 
when his landlady was someone to bypass when possible, to his achievement in record 
time of literary success, his first novel written in a period of semi-retirement 
from his profession, which had brought him its mead of fame and fortune. One likes 
him better as a struggling young medico, assistant to a crabbed old Scottish doctor 
in a rural district, or as an eager young physician, newcome with his bride, to the 
grim realities of a South Wales mining town, than as a successful London doctor, who 
measures success in material terms. The story is told anecdotally, episodically, 
as though bits of reminiscences over the years had been brought together to make a 
book. But the whole tells as good a story as some of the books, so evidently based 
on personal experience. he Sturs Look Down and Shannon's Way have much of recog- 
nizable autobiography. The final quarter of the book deals with the taking up of 
an old dream - writing; of the unparalleled early, and continued, success; and of 
the spiritual change in the man himself, as he learns, through little people, that 
faith and hope are of greater moment than worldly achievement and security... Per- 
haps for today's less sentimental audience this may have somewhat the appeal that 
two generations ago felt in the unforgettable Beside the Bonnie Briar Bush, py 


Ian Maclaren. 


Some Pleasant Surprises in the Offing 


Another charming book from Frank S. Stuart, WILD WINGS (McGraw-Hill); a superior 
piece of merchandise with sales potentials in Grandma Moses’ MY LIFE'S HISTORY 
(Harper): and a unique item which is worth your attention, THE GEOGRAPHY OF HUNGER 


by Josue de Castro (Little, Brown). See pages following for reports. 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
January 4 e 


Caxton 
NEWS FOR AN EMPIRE $5 .00 





Dyar, Ralph E. 


The Spokane Spokesman-Review ig recognized by newspapermen as one of the nation's 
soundest papers. It was started in 1883 as the Spokane Falls Review and its history since 
then has been one of estimable journalistic achievement and influenced considerably by 
the clash of events that marked the growth of the West and the development of American 
news service. As its long time owner, William H. Cowles took over in 1894 after the 
paper's tempestuous, gun-fighting start. He formed lasting associations with such men 
of the news world as Horace White, Joseph Medill, Stoddard King, was closely connected 
with the Taft, Roosevelt and Hoover administrations in his editorial capacity, was an 
energetic director of the Associated Press and worked until old age on the expansion of | 
service and the increase of editorial responsibility in his own area. Mr. Dyar's method | 
has been not only to relate the events peculiar to the newspaper's own life but to set | 
them in the socio-economic movements of the early 20th century West- the mining, the 
lumbering, the fights for lower freight rates, city building, the Atom bomb and the Han- 
ford Plant. Ordinarily, first shot opinion about the history of a small city newspaper | 
might be manifested by a sigh of boredom, but this one, though perhaps not generative 
of nationwide interest, is worth more than a glance from the already interested. 





January 14 


Walker, Kenneth Pellegrini & Cudahy 
VENTURE WITH IDEAS $3.00 * 





Here, it is hoped readers will discover that organic life is a transmitting 
apparatus for the vibrations to the earth from higher levels in the Ray of Creation, 
and that the intermittant concentrations of vibrations (of which the universe is made) 
cause what we know as worlds as well as being the intervals in a complicated system of 
octaves. Backtracking, for these ideas are not fully developed until the middle of the 
book, at the end of the third chapter, Walker seems to be irrevocably taken with the 
idea that we (men) are just walking around in a state of perpetual sleep. These and 
other treasures of esoteric truth, Walker received from P. D. Ouspensky, scientist, 
vriter, lecturer who had his heyday in the post WWI spiritual circles of London. 
Ouspensky in turn, learned from a fiery South Russian, Gurdjieff, mystic, dancer, 
talker, etc. The book first describes the teachings of Ouspensky, then the personality 
of Gurdjieff, both of which can be taken for what the reader pleases to give. Generally 
burning in a cosmic glow that often blinds us to the scientific fact rather than eluci- 
dating its elements, there are nevertheless in this little system, the traditional ear 
marks of good sense- know thyself, learn to laugh, don't worry about what other people 
think, live in harmony. For the very frustrated. 








January 17 / 
Murphy, Edward F. Doubleday, 50 | 
YANKEE PRIEST $3.90 ~~ 
"An Autobiographical Journey, with Certain Detours, from Salem to New Orleans" 
yhich traces the lifework of Father Murphy, "New England Irish", and one of nine children 7 . 
na family tied together by poverty, affection and mutual respect. His early attraction , 


to the Catholic Church was confirmed by the winning of a scholarship to Boston College, 
ind before long he was able to follow in the footsteps of an older brother and study for 
the priesthood. First in Baltimore, later in New York, his long friendship with Eddie 
jowling enabled him to take a trip to Europe, and after that he settled in New Orleans 
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where he was able to work towards "a better day and a better deal for Negroes"- 
the sustaining concern throughout his lifetime.. His work, as a teacher and as 
4 i the head of The Blessed Sacrament Mission, his writing (he is the author of the 
, best-selling The Scarlet Lily and Pere Antoine), his accomplishments and his 
| contacts- these fill in a personal narrative which reflects a certain jovial 
| fellowship as well as a deep dedication. The market, however, is primarily Cath- 
olic in its designation. 


| ; January 30 


| 
Godfrey, Arthur Simon & Schuster 
Cloth-$2.75 
MY FAVORITE STORIES Paper -$1.00 


Merchandise item, and pretty good value too (well, even if you have heard 
them before via radio or TV there are still some laughs) by a top ranking performer 
who digs into the files for what makes him laugh - and what makes audiences give 
out with the old guffaws. From the hoary, to the fresh, to the individual, to the 
anecdotal - and on to the specialized and professional- here is a parade of gim- 
micks and gems and the routines that have built up a household word. Coy to corn, 
refitted and reworked and revamped, and sometimes disinterred - this should take 
care of the time-passing (smile to laugh division) department. 








January 30 9 lie 


Herman, Lewis 4 World Publishing 
A PRACTICAL MANUAL OF SCREEN PLAYWRITING $3.50 





Instruction and guidance for the serious student of theatre and filmed 
TV in detailed coverage. Every angle, from the writing to the script, from mech- 
anics to techniques is thoroughly defined and described;procedures, classifications, 
ideas, themes, plot and characters,dramatic values are all analyzed, and illustra- 
ted; filmic components and the science and use of the camera; script techniques 
and their translation into physical performances;- this is an almost encyclopedic 
how to do it and what to avoid - even to the little point of what and what not to 
name your characters. Definitely for class and reference work. Illustrated with 


half-tones. 
}- 
January 31 2 AL 


Kordel, Lelord World 
EAT AND GROW YOUNGER $3.00 
















Not quite the dulcet caress of Gayelord Hauser, but still a vigorously 
energized approach to the subject of your food, your form and your face, which is 
based on the tenable theory that you must have an abundance of protein in your 
daily diet. Believing that we are overfed and undernourished, nutritionist Kordel 
applies the protein principle to your life; shows what the right diet will do for 
you physically (heart and circulation, anemia, cancer, hair, skin, bones, etc.) 
and how you can rejuvenize with meat and millet and sunflower seeds. Types of 
meals, food combinations, diets as well as recipes are included for followers... 
How protean can you be? 22. 
February 5 











Otte, Fred, Jr. World Publishing 
SIMPLIFIED DOG BEHAVIOR FOR HOME, CAR AND STREET $2.00 “ 









A matter of fact book of instructions for the proper department of house- 
hold pets, this makes no bones about the fact that a dog should never be a nuisance, 


that acceptable conduct is a matter of teaching by inducement rather than compulsion. 
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(he basic patterns of instruction given here, from puppyhood on, from responding to 
simple commands on to more difficult procedures take care of obedience necessary at all 
times; there is a section on obedience trials, requirements of and preparations for, 
and on starting a group obedience training class; the last part of the book is a glos- ; 
sary of dog-behavior training which offers a quick reference check against the text 

An excellent how-to book for new dog owners as well as for those serious about 





matter. 
having their dogs respected as well as admired. Illustrated with photographs and line 
‘rawl Ags ° 
February 7 - 
Wells, Carveth Doubleday - 
ROAD TO SHALIMAR $3 50 


The colorful, anecdotal,V. I. P. posted, and homely humorous road to Shalimar 
taken by Wells on this particular excursion is fairly long and winding. Gaily, not too 
mindful of the deep social questions on which he often lays a rather pretentious finger, 
he trips first to Karachi where it is his job to do some public relations work for Lia- 
quat Ali Kahn's visit to the U.S.- then back to New York- then manages after a seemingly 
"hard" struggle to go with his wife to Scandinavia, Calcutta and ultimately to the Vale 
of Kashmir. The motive for the second trip is an opinion poll on Communism, but about 
as “opinionated” as the book ever gets is the disgust displayed at Britain's lack of 
steaks. There is pleasant reading though, with interesting bits of information about 
things like lemmings and Jain temples. Descriptions of the Vale- its seasons, lakes, 
gardens are strongly piquant to one's sense of the mysterious beauty of far places. 

Good entertainment for the widely established Carveth Wells audience. 





February Fr 
. “ar 
Hart, B.H. Liddell- /£d Be Houghton, Mifflin 
THE LETTERS OF PRIVATE WHEELER $3.50 - 
§ 


Blooming all these years like the flower in the desert, with but a handful of 
potential exploring readers aware of the location or leaves of this literary offshoot, 
the letters of Private Wheeler, a soldier of the British Army during the first decades 
of the 19th Century, have finally been planted to justify themselves in the territory of 
the recognizers. As a member of the 5lst Light Infantry Regiment, Wheeler saw action in 
Wellington's Spanish and French campaigns against Napoleon, at the Battle of Waterloo, 
and was later stationed for some years in Corfu and the Greek Islands. He was a volunm- 
inous and observant writer. His senses of color, personality, everyday living, the social 
situation both large and small, were extremely active and so of course, his accounts of 
Waterloo, of life in the barracks near Lisbon, of services at a small church in Malta, of 
the feeling of Wellington's men for their leader- will make rewarding source material for 
historians, militarists, the student of man and society. Hart's editing has been well done- 
the letters being interspersed with periodical resumes of the military and political happen- 
ings of the times. Limited appeal, but again, valuable to the interested. 


McGraw-Hill 


Gunning, Robert 
THE TECHNIQUE OF CLEAR WRITING $3.50 

In a pleasant, comfortable, rather rambling text, Gunning airs such ideas as the 
fog index, readability guides, the meaning level of abstract concepts, advantages of wri- 
ting as language is currently spoken. Magazines, newspapers, some well known writers, and 
texts ere commented on and analyzed as to organization of sentence and paragraph, percentage 
f difficult words used, kinds of words used and so forth. In general, there seems to be e 
nothing new here. But the often lively manner that Gunning has of expressing himself 
‘even if his own overall"fog" index gets a little thick as far as organization is concerned), 
the wealth of advice and anecdote are ofinterest to dealers in writing. Theworks of 
Rudolph Flesch and Dale-Chall are drawn on extensively and many charts and word lists 


included. 
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McGraw-Hill 


Stuart, Frank S. 
| WILD WINGS $3.50 
Here - for the year round migrating pattern of the wild ducks- is a companion 

piece to the entrancing City of the Bees, published in 1949. Again Frank Stuart has 

caught the poetry and drama of this mysterious aspect of nature and has told the story 

in such convincing terms that one feels he has himself seen every phase. At the start, 

some ducks are lured into a net for banding; their story ends with the author - a year 

later - identifying some of the banded pintails, and reconstructing the story of the 

months between. He captures the sense of instinct and what seems like reasoning as 

the urge is on for the Spring migration north. He tells of the perils of the flight, 

the adventures that overtake the particular trio he has chosen for his tale- pintails, 

duck and drake, and a stranger with the flight, a mallard, “courting” the pintail 

duck. Storm over sea and land, ice and snow, dangers from four footed perils in the 

forests, from insecurities of nesting places, from falcon, eagle, hawk in the air; 

the mating, nesting, raising of the young; the period of humiliation when molting 

takes away the power of flight - these are some of the phases that belong to the 

march of time. Much of the incident is of necessity imaginary, but all of it might 

have happened and it makes enchanting nature reading. 


February 15 


‘Dunlop, R.O., R.A. Pellegrini & Cudahy 
HOW TO. PAINT FOR PLEASURE $3.95 


This handbook of instruction and advice handles beginners’ problems in a 
most competent manner, even persuading the most timid that they too can paint. 
After a discussion of why one paints, there is a chapter which helps to take the 
self-consciousness and fear away from putting pencil and paint to paper, and from 
then on the book is concerned with equipment, techniques, and the necessity of con- 
stant observation recorded in a handy notebook. From sketching, to water colors, 
progressing to an in-between oil paint- turpentine medium and then on to full oils 
and pastel color sketches, this is thoroughly explicit as to each step of prepara- 
tion, procedure and performance and does not skimp such matters as selecting subjects, 
composition, and how to see and feel via this type of expression. There is a section 
of twenty questions and answers which sums up the fundamentals of all the foregoing. 
Indexed and with 4 color plates, 8 illustrations and 20 line drawings, this is the 
type of book to inspire anyone with a creative urge. 


February 18 


Dutton 


Kroll, Ernest 
CAPE HORN And Other Poems $2.75 


An unusually effective group of poems ranging from wry observations on our 
civilization to deeply felt expressions of the continuum of nature's flux and force. 
Presented in four groups, these poems include for the most part reflections on the 


modern maladies associated with men and machines, nature and civilization. There 

are sad and aciduous comments on the wasteland of suburbia, and the city where the 
tabloid reader "sits without knowledge" beneath the glittering planets. There are 
satirical nips at Washington, D.C., at New England ancestor worshippers. There are - 
notably in the poem Ching - poems which realize the tragedy of death in the midst 

of life. Throughout, the poet attacks human aridity of mind and spirit, yet finds 

a gentle peace in nature. In these short poems there is the tangy rhythm of speech, 
reminiscent of Frost, and the verse is sharp, direct, clean-spoken. Effective- and 


worthy more than a casual attention. 











chapters. 
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February 18 
Macrae, David Dutton 
THE AMERICANS AT HOME $4.50 
A period piece, and as contemporary source material, revealing and entertaining 
réading. Here is the report on "Americans at home" given by a Scotchman, a sort of Brogan 


f his day, and destined to offset erroneous impressions of the crudities and short-com- 
ings of the American barbarians left by Mrs. Trollope and Mr. Dickens. He traveled- for 
his times- very extensively. He met all the key figures in the limelight of the day,- 
the intellectuals of Emerson's circle in the Boston area, Mrs. Stowe in Hartford, Henry 
Ward Beecher in Brooklyn, Anna Dickinson, top brass among Civil War veterans (on both 
sides), and many interesting personages whose names are today forgotten. He discusses 
the social mores, the political aspects, the intellectual, educational’, religious phases 
f American life, from New England to New Orleans and key points in between. Often he 
accepts at face value, statements and explanations that history and research have dis- 
proved. Often a slight bias in favor of the South is evident, though he has little to 
say in condoning the evils of the slavery system. In the main, however, this is extra- 
ordinarily perceptive, informative and colorful for a traveler in the post Civil War days 


to have recorded. 
February 21 


Doubleday 


St. John, Robert 
TONGUE OF THE PROPHETS $3.95 
Well known at one time as a radio broadcaster, and author of the unforgettable 
rom the Land of the Silent People, St. John - in recent years- has identified himself 
with the Jewish cause in Israel, and now reenforces that phase of his career with a 
scholarly biography, deeply rooted in primary source material, of Eliezer Ben Yehudah, e 
fanatical devotee to the cause of restoration of Hebrew as a living tongue. That Hebrew 
is the folk tongue of Israel today is due, in large measure, to one man's lifelong de- 
termination. This is the biography of a man who went to prison, who made bitter enemies, 
who fought- often alone- to prove his theories, that a Jewish homeland must have a common 
language to attain an entity. From Lithuania to Palestine, he carried the torch of his 
faith. His dictionary, of which he completed eight volumes, against incredible odds of 
untagonism, illness, personal tragedy, poverty, established his dream as reality. Hebrew 
is a spoken language, lived again after 2000 years. This is not only the story of one 
nan. It is the story of the early struggles to get a foothold in Turkish-owned Palestine; 
to win support of men like Rothchild; to establish world Zionism; to lay the groundwork 
for the State of Israel. An important contribution to Israeli history, though unlikely 


to achieve the wide popularity of his earliest books. 





Fort, Marie Johnson a Smumerville soba T= td, / Rinehart 


FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 3 /é $8.50 -—~ 


Close to 100 plates, 32 in full color, make this a book all amateurs who want 
to qualify for prize winning flower arrangements will want to own. The text, backed with: 
he authority of the name of a professional of nationwide fame in her field, is sound, | 


comprehensive, informative, but- for the complete amateur- it lacks any inspirational 


juality. It is certainly designed more for the owner of extensive gardens (complete with 
rardener), private greenhouse, or purse to have ready access to a good florist. There are 
.lmost no suggestions applicable to those who must do with makeshifts in the way of con- 

tainers, limited equipment, budgeted funds and time. Definitely for the "carriage trade". 
‘he subject of background, kind of setting, color, and so on are dealt with in the opening 
One chapter is given to the Japanese tradition and influence; another to period 


irrangements and flower shows (more by way of influence and trends than in the "ho: to do 
t" vein). Fruit and vegetable arrangements, very often neglected in such books, are dis- 
ussed; a chapter devoted to church arrangements, should prove useful. The most practical 
sections deal with arrangements for special occasions- and the final chapter on flower 
mechanics. Special. A beautiful book- 8xll - with superb reproductions. 
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February 25 


Cleland, Robert Glass Knopf 
A HISTORY OF PHELPS DODGE $4 .00 


A patiently researched and recorded of the company which grew with the 
naticn, and which had its origin some 150 years ago in a saddle-making shop in Hart- 
ford, Connecticut. This is the story of its radiation and ramification, from the 
partnership which began as a family enterprise with the virtues of Puritan persever- 
ance and thrift, and which weathered the acute depression of the 1830's for the period 
of expansion which followed. With the death of the "merchant prince" Dodge, the 
Phelps Dodge Company shifted its policies and activities, tied up with the engineer- 
metallurgist Douglas and the copper interests in the West, purchased the Copper 
Queen and built the El Paso & Southwestern. Its big labor controversy in 1917, its 
reorganization after the war and new acquisitions, its development of new ore supp- 
lies, this traces the history of a major enterprise in terms of facts and the oc- 
casional figures of its presidents.... A masculine market, industrially inclined, 


at best for this. 


Moley, Raymond Knopf 
HOW TO KEEP OUR LIBERTY ~~ $4.00 


In an impassioned cry for a "new, national conservative party", the author, 
one-time member of Franklin Roosevelt's "Brain Trust" who subsequently turned anti- 
administration, has written what he incidentally terms a "conservative manifesto." 
In beliefs and suggestions the book contains exactly what is to be expected from a 
crusader for capitalism and the great American traditions:- statism evilly suppresses 
an active economy; unions are prone to use money for political action without the 
consent of members; taxes should be aimed at consumption rather than accumulation 
and so forth. Even if the coverage is complete and the discussion journalistically 
well organized, the book seems to lack a sound factual foundation. There is much 
describing and much suggesting but no real bridge between the two. Often, Moley 
falls into faulty reasoning- he arbitrarily sets up a necessary choice between 
socialism and traditional values for his readers; he says socialism's danger is the 
totalitarian, one-party state and then advocates a national conservative party; he 
beseeches us not to return to government social welfare, thus attributing to tra- 
dition what he criticizes in another place as innovation. Essentially the book is 
for the person who has already an established point of view on the red menace and 
who wants agreement and not information from his reading. But coming from Moley 
and as a sizeable embellishment for all facets of the growing America first bloc, 
it will probably receive considerable attention. 


Peneery a | 


Barnard, Ellsworth Macmillan 
EDWIN ARLINGTON ROBINSON: 4 Critical Study $5 .00 


A patient and exhaustive analysis of the clean, hard genius of E. A. Robin- 
son. Assuming that the average reader approaches Robinson's poetry with wary timidity, 
(an assumption most certainly justified) Dr. Barnard leads the reader gently to the 
poetry itself, in careful, cautious untangling of the intricate verse. In the course 
of the analysis, he examines in detail Robinson's technique, language, meter, and 
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th¢r devices, both as self sufficient creations and instruments, philosophy and values. 
He is never guilty of dissociating the parts from the whole, and every tributary examin- 
tion leads to the main stream of poetic experience. In a brilliant chapter on Robinson's 
‘-haracters, the author recreates the somber-toned world of the poet, a world in which men 
and women act according to their intrinsic natures, a world where few find happiness, 
though they realize a freedom of choice, a glimpse of the light. This emphasis on a 
neglected phase of Robinson's work is perhaps a signal contribution of the critic, and 
this a valuable analysis not only for students of Robinson, but for students of the 


makes 
explicatory method of criticism. All in all, however, a defined market. 


February 26 


Philosophical Library 


Loewy, Herta 
THE RETARDED CHILD $3.00 

A handbook of the ideas and methods which Herta Loewy, a trained teacher, has 
leveloped through the years in dealing with the child with a mental defect or the mental- 
y defective child. Miways with a consciousness of the talent latent in the retarded 
hild, and with a determination to develop it wherever possible, Miss Loewy discusses 
psychological attitudes as well as physical measures; the need to encourage security and 
independence in the child, to eliminate the sentimental indulgence, to recognize the fear 
yhich is an almost constant companion, to distinguish between lethargy- so often pre- 
alent- and laziness. For the various stages from infancy on she makes concrete sugges- 
ions for the day to day handling of the retarded child; the type of toys and play activ- 
ity suitable; the exercises which will develop motor control; the introduction of sense 
ind speech training, handwork, on to letters and numbers, drawing and painting, music 
nd rhythm, etc. A book which is intended- and highly recommended- for parents as well 
is professionals, and which should be of welcome assistance. 


February 27 


Montross, Lynn Harper 
RAG, TAG AND BOBTAIL $5. 00% 


A heady survey of the Continental Army which covers the years 1775 - 1783 gives 

a three dimensional portrait of the soldiers and their leaders, uncouth in the beginning, 
who drove European regulars from the field. There is the rebellion, which was a prelim- 
inary to the real battles, and which taught both Americans and British much of the pattern 
f future clashes; the early, brightly burning patriotism; the endurance and hardihood of 
the English troops, totally unaccustomed to the outdoor life the colonists had known; the 
committees and paper warfare; the battles, skirmishes, feeding problems and conflicts with 
he loyalists; and the emergence of Washington whose generalship was beset by unceasing 
aper work. With the second and third phase, when the decision to continue the fight for 
independence rather than bargain for it had become firm, come campaigns and tactics, 

he strategy of expediency rather than experience, the privations which resulted in co- 
iesion and comradeship, and the long, weary march to a decisive victory. From contempor- 
ry, personal documents and records come the sketches of officers and men, not always 
eroic, comments. on events and incidents and the whole has a candid camera atmosphere. 

in up-and-cheer historical rendering which has an appendix, chapter references, taaex 

ind is illustrated with maps and panoramas. 
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February 27 ’ 
Moses, Grandma Harper 
GRANDMA MOSES; MY LIFE'S HISTORY $3.50: 34" 


* A running commentary, by Grandma Moses, of early episodes and experiences 
which with its direct simplicity and native, laconic clarity forms a mosaic of mem- 
ories which have much of the sparkle of her paintings, some of which are reproduced 
here in color. Predominating here is her childhood, as one of ten children, on the 
farm in the Hoosick Valley (New York) and the cycle of the year in which the "days 
are nearly all the same, nothing changes but the seasons" from the spring planting of 
corn to the first snowstorm and sugaring off. Hired out at the age of 12, she had 
a little schooling,later met Tom Moses "temperate and thrifty" and thereby eligible. 
The second part deals with the years following her marriage to Tom, the move to Vir- 
ginia and the ten babies she bore- but only “five that grew"; and more briefly, the 
return to the country where she was born, the dispersion of her family, the death 
of Tom, and the start of her painting and its surprising, happy reception and recog- 
nition.... There is a not unexpected sense of color here in the world that she sees 
and looks back on, a temperate philosophy, and a practical realism which gives this 
much of its charm, and her continually extending following will provide an audience. 
Illustrated with photographs as well as 16 reproductions in full color of her char- 


acteristic paintings. 
February 28 


Davis, Richard Beale- £d. Dutton 
CHIVERS' LIFE OF POE $5.00 


Dr. Thomas Holley Chivers began his connection with Poe in 1840 when Poe 
enclosed a letter with a prospectus of the Penn Magazine of which he was then editor. 
It was not till two years later that they began acquaintance in earnest, but from then 
on they formed a deep and interesting association both on the literary and psychologi- 


cal levels, for Chivers as a doctor was interested in Poe as a personality problem 
and as a writer, in Poe as a fellow penman and critic. Through the events Chivers 
describes- Poe's life in Baltimore with the Clemms, early days at West Point, his 
various editorships, his drinking, his struggles as a writer and critic, his person- 
al relationships- Poe emerges as a normal man beset with ordinary problems magnified 
because of his intense temperament, rather than as a psychopath. There is too, the 
doctor's own rather perceptive survey of Poe's principles of criticism; that poetry 
should be the passionless recreation of beauty, the lack of dedication to nature in 
the search for pure form and so forth. Of further note is the work's authorship by 
an observant contemporary who was no mean master of the imaginative and tradition- 
ally hi-flown “purple prose" of the time. These selections from Chivers' mss. are 
supplemented with copious footnotes and references. Of good value to students and 
fanciers of Poe and American literature. 


de Castro, Josue — | Little, Brown 
THE GEOGRAPHY OF HUNGER = ~~» $5,00 4, sv 


* As a diligent Brazilian scientist and an active member of the F. A. 0., Josue 
de Castro has made a rather brilliant resume of his work in the writing of this book 
and a substantial contribution to the annals of social study. In the main, it is a 
study of the world's hunger problems- how they affect social and individual tempera- 
ment and what to do for amelioration. Through extensive descriptions and analyses of 
specific hungers~ by country and for certain nutritional elements- economic, cultural 
and geographical conditions that cause hunger; of historical backgrounds of unger 
conditions, de Castro's contentions are that hunger is the most evil of war's causes; 
it is not a natural phenomenon but in turn caused by economic mismanagement; the old 
and neo-Malthusian principles rest on unscientific foundations; overpopulation is 
caused by malnutrition's impetus to human fecundity. Intelligently, he advocates 
high level production, reduction of trade restrictions, government and private capi- 
tal investments in under-privileged areas, restoration of convertible currencies. Al- 
though somewhat at fault in overestimating hunger and nutrition as cultural and per- 
sonality determinents, the book is 4 meee he hopeful, fascinating and well organ- | 


ized viewpoint of one world. 
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